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NORTHWEST SYNOD OF WISCONSIN
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Revised September 2014

Note:  Fees for these speakers are listed when they were supplied.  If no fee is listed, ask them if they have a standard fee.  If not, speakers are generally given an honorarium and mileage.  Synodical mileage is currently 56 cents per mile.  

	Alzen Family
1016 110th Ave

Roberts, WI 54023

715.749.3977

bwalzen@pressenter.com

	The Alzen family consists of a mother, father, and children who play bluegrass and gospel music and share testimony.  Good family program.  Joy Lutheran in Prescott engaged this family for a Mother/Child/Friend banquet, and it was super.

Fee:  Call for pricing


	Ruth Anderson & Barbara Swant
1461 16th Street

Barron, WI 54812

(Ruth) purplesand@centurytel.net
715.205.8920

(Barb) barbswant@yahoo.com
715.418.0979


	Ruth and Barb are the authors of Mary’s Story, the novel of the crucifixion of Christ as witnessed by his Mother.  They speak on a number of topics including:  Prayers of Jesus, Psalm 23, Grieving with Mary, Pan Pipes and Great Pipes, Finding the Song of Your Soul, Summer in Wisconsin, The Christmas Story with Mary, and Forgiveness.
Fee varies—they are happy to work within your organization’s budget.


	Kay Marie Bjerke

807 Sumac Trail

Hudson, WI 54016

715.381.5802

1.888.922.0313

kmnbjerke@pressenter.com

	Author of Through The Deep Woods—Holding Our Heavenly Father’s Hand.  It is an analogy of our lives for women’s groups, adult forums, or community groups.  She designs her presentation for the group she is speaking to.  She asks permission to have copies of her book available.  
 Kay Marie also speaks on “I Love to Tell the Stories” through which she shares stories of how God is all around us even in the little things.

No Set fee or stipend.


	Kathy Chelsey, God’s Struggler

809 Ellis Avenue

Ashland, WI 54806

715.682.3289

chezfam@charter.net or

Kathy@godstruggler.com
Kathy Chelsey continued


	Kathy has many topics or you can give her a theme and she will write something.  Topics previously listed are 
· Coping With Chronic Pain

·  Sharing Our Grief

·  Suicide Prevention
·  LOL—the Benefits of Laughter
·  Blowing the Dust Off Your Bible

· Teach Us To Pray

· Teen Choices and Challenges, 
· A Celebration of Aging.   

Check her business website at www.godstruggler.com 

Kathy’s fee is negotiable, but the minimum is $100 plus mileage


	Sherry DePolis Thompson
W6769 County Road D

Sheldon, WI 54766

715.452.5819
Virgil49d@hotmail.com

	The View is Worth The Climb—Whose Footsteps Will You Follow?  A writer and composer, Sherry writes and records songs that deal with everyday life.  As a speaker, she shares the stories behind the songs she writes, and how God uses the challenges of our lives to strengthen our faith in Him.  Mother of seven, Sherry has been sharing her testimony in word and song for 35 years, and yes, she still yodels.

Fee:  $200 within 100 mile radius—mileage additional for longer distances (negotiable)


	Bovaird (Bo) Gabriel

2534B Hills Court

Menomonie, WI 54781

715.231.2468

orvbo@wwt.net
	Bo is a member of Our Savior’s Lutheran Church, Menomonie.  She  presents 45-minute programs on the following:

· How the Birds Get Their Color

· The Glory of Feed Sacks

· The History of Quilts

· First Ladies of the White House

· Scraps Make the Best Quilts

· The Underground Railroad-The Involvement of Quilts

· The Elegance of Butter Pats

· Life & Symbols of the American Hobo

· The History of Food—Fun Things you’ll Enjoy Hearing

Fee:  $30


	Deb Gilbertson

715.514.0564

gilbertsonfarm@yahoo.com
	Deb is a natural comedienne and a recently retired nurse manager.  She has three possible presentations:  
· Checking Your Attitude

· Forgiveness is Freedom

· Words Can Damage.

Fee:  Honorarium plus mileage


	Global Health Ministries

Rev. Tim Iverson, Executive Director and

Kim Dickey, Director for Mission Development

7831 Hickory St., NE

Minneapolis, MN 55432

763.586.9590
http://www.ghm.org

	Pastor Iverson and Ms. Dickey will share information about Global Health Ministries around the world and how we can participate in this ministry will be shared.  

	Pati Kachel (Storyteller)

c/o The Parable Fund
PO Box 270006

Vadnais Heights, MN 55127

651.485.1506

patikachel@hotmail.com
www.theparablefund@me.com

	Pati presents over 30 original story programs on a variety of topics that are near and dear to her heart.  She portrays costumed characterizations of Katie Luther & Corrie ten Boom; Ya Sure, I’m A Norvegin Luteran; Patchwork Quilt of Heartwarming Stories; the Glad Hatter; Heart Strings & Apron Strings; Christmas; Mother & Daughters Teas; Women’s Retreats; and many others.  Contact her for a full color brochure or visit her informative website at www.theparablefund.org 

Fee: Roundtrip mileage from her home in Shoreview, MN, plus an honorarium of $150-$250 per hour-long program or a free-will offering received after the program


	Diane Kaufmann

5207 70th St.

Chippewa Falls, WI 54729

715.723.2262 or 

Cell 715.579.1731

dikaufmann@yahoo.com

	Diane is a Racial Justice Advocate along with Marcia Lindseth, Angie Kutney, Kimberly Schafer, and Gail Lando. These advocates focus on Racial Justice Advocacy—the topic of racism and how it applies to us today.   
Fee: an honorarium to the Synod Resource Center plus mileage


	Greg Kaufmann

5207 70th St.

Chippewa Falls, WI 54729

gkaufmann@nwswi.org

	Topics include:  Formation of the New Testament—Ever wonder why we have a New Testament?  Jesus didn’t!  Why does it have 27 books in it and not some other combination?  How did we end up with one anyway?  These and other questions will be addressed.  (This presentation takes a minimum of two hours!)

Introduction to the Four gospels—There were a variety of Gospel accounts of Jesus, but we ended up with four in our New Testament.  Why four?  During our time together we will look briefly at the beginning and ending of each of the four Gospels and use this as a lens to see the unique portrait of Jesus offered by each of the four.

Fee:  Normally $150 per hour for teaching, plus mileage


	Rev. Sarah Kerkes
1924 Wyoming Avenue

Superior, WI 54880

pastoroslcsuperior@outlook.com

	Pastor Sarah speaks on domestic abuse.  She was in an abusive marriage for 15 years.  Her personal story is one of survival, strength, and the presence of God in her hardest days.  She will also talk about ways the church can be a place of safety and support.

Pastor Sarah also speaks about Holy Humor.  The Bible is full of humorous stories that often get lost in the translation or the preaching.  There is joy and laughter to be found in the Word.

Fee:  $300 plus travel expenses



	The King’s Countrymen

Lorn & Kristi Schultz

W579 US Hwy 10

Mondovi, WI 54755

www.kingscountrymen.com
schultzfam92@yahoo.com

	The King’s Countrymen perform Bluegrass Gospel music.
Fee:  Mileage plus offering

	Ann Knutson

2010 9 7/8 Ave.
Cameron, WI 54822

715.458.0414

annknutson2@gmail.com
	Ann speaks on Malawi, Africa:  Answering God’s call…Empowerment.  Ann has visited a juvenile prison in Malawi, she visited maternity hospitals and gave out bed nets, lived a week in a rural village as they live, and experienced the Walk to the Cross on Good Friday—blessed with the love of Jesus Christ each step of the way.
Fee:  Mileage and donation to “Malawi Fund”



	Angie Kutney

1426 180th St.

St. Croix Falls, WI 54024

715.222.7915

angkutney@gmail.com
	Angie is a Racial Justice Advocate with Marcia Lindseth, Gail Lando, Diane Kaufmann, and Kimberly Schafer.  These advocates focus on Racial Justice Advocacy—the topic of racism and how it applies to us today.  
Fee:  Mileage


	Gail Lando
22691 Akermark Rd.

Grantsburg, WI 54840

gailk@grantsburgtelcom.net
Gail Lando continued
	Gail is a Racial Justice Advocate with Marcia Lindseth, Angie Kutney, Diane Kaufmann, and Kimberly Schafer.  These advocates focus on Racial Justice Advocacy—the topic of racism and how it applies to us today.  

Fee for advocate:  Mileage
Gail also addresses the following topics:  Racism—A Personal Journey (45-60 min.)—the story of her personal journey as a mother of a multi-racial, multi-lingual, multi-religious family and how this relates to her personal faith journey.

White Privilege and Institutional Racism—what is white privilege and how does it impact our daily lives?  (50-90 min)

Racism in Church:  Where Do We Go From Here?  This is a short presentation followed by group discussion.  (60-90 min.)

Fee:  $50 plus mileage if more than 25 mi. round trip.  (If she brings a partner, the fee is the same for each of them.)


	Marcia Lindseth

146 Hillridge Ct.

Prescott, WI 54021-1324

715.262.3498 (home)

715.278.8460 (cell)

mlindseth@centurytel.net
	Marcia is a Racial Justice Advocate with Diane Kaufmann, Angie Kutney, Kimberly Schafer, and Gail Lando.

These advocates focus on Racial Justice Advocacy—the topic of racism and how it applies to us today.  
Fee:  Mileage
Marcia is also willing to do a “Listening Session” as a Process Builder for the ELCA’s Social Statement on “Women and Justice”.  There are three women, Marcia, Joyce Anderson, and Lois Helland in the NW WI Synod who are Process Builders who will be conducting listening sessions to hear informally from members of the ELCA regarding their insights and concerns around the issues of women and justice in church and society.  The information obtained will be sent to the ELCA Task Force that will be writing the new Social Statement on “Women and Justice” due to be considered at the ELCA Churchwide Assembly in 2019.



	Karalyn Littlefield
370 155th Avenue

Turtle Lake, WI 54889
612.432.5264

littlefieldkaralyn@gmail.com

	Karalyn’s topic is “Feeding the World—One Child at a Time”.  Food insecurity impacts people world-wide.  The children of Malawi have a partner to help them fight hunger.  The ELCM, with support from the ELCA, sponsors feeding centers throughout the country of Malawi, serving children who are in need of help.
Fee:  A donation to the Malawi Feeding Centers (given to the NW WI Synod Office) and mileage


	Cathy Nordheim
4886 190th St. W

Farmington, MN 55024

cathynordheim@gmail.com
Cathy Nordheim continued
	“Spiritual Well-Being in a Stressful World” is Cathy’s topic.  As people of God, we manage all kinds of details.  Yet life seems like a never-ending race.  We’re anxious about big things and little things.  Stress in our culture continues to grow, and it seems to be the norm.  Yet, there is a different way to be.  Instead of getting swept up in the chaos, there are ways to know and embody spiritual wellness; right in the midst of stressful times.  With the help of God and one another, we can be part of living out of a place of health and wholeness; drawing from that reservoir of resilience, vitality, and well-being in whatever comes.  Events can be customized to your group and time frame—Women’s breakfast, luncheon, evening, or half-day retreat.

Fee:  $150 per hour plus mileage (handouts included)

	Kim Patterson

336 Valley St.

Amery, WI 54001

715.268.7435

kpatterson@dynatronics.com
	Kim is a lay school graduate and recent study leader at the Dairyland Conference WELCA Retreat.  She will do an in-depth Bible study of your topic, sharing the Biblical history behind it as well as the meaning it has for us today.

Fee:  Honorarium plus mileage


	Beverly Peterson
12135 N. US Hwy 63

Hayward, WI 54843
715.634.9356

bevpeterson@centurytel.net

	Bev recently authored her 3rd book titled Blessings & Healings.  She will talk about what God has done in her life and the lives of others.  She is an interesting and inspiring lady.  She is a new speaker and will decide with you the length and topic of her presentation.



	Natalia Peterson
29990 Nathan Court

Lindstrom, MN 55045

615.278.3046

nataliampeterson@yahoo.com
  
	Natalia provides comedic entertainment based on her debut novel, I’m Not The Pastor’s Wife (I’m Just Married To Him).  Most of the program talks about the idiosyncrasies that occur in a parish through the eyes of a woman who just happens to be married to a pastor (that would be Natalia).  Depending on the desire of the audience, music may be a part of the program.  Books will be available for purchase as well as a personalized author’s signature for $12.

Fee:  $75-$200 depending upon mileage to and from the event AND whether or not a microphone system needs to be brought to the venue

  

	Janet Pingel

23353 Co. Hwy. DD

New Auburn, WI 54757

715.237.2670

janetpingel@hotmail.com

	Janet speaks on “Teaching Children About God”.  She brings an amazing assortment of home-crafted teacher games, posters, projects, etc. that help children associate God with real life.  Janet is a retired Head Start teacher and a grandmother of young children.  

Fee:  $25 plus mileage


	Michelle Rayburn
11510 County Hwy. M

New Auburn, WI 54757

715.967.2920

michelle@michellerayburn.com
www.michellerayburn.com

	Michelle is the author of The Repurposed and Upcycled Life: When God Turns Trash to Treasure.   She speaks on connecting the dots between faith, creativity, and everyday life.  She was the Chippewa Valley Retreat speaker in 2009.  Other speaking topics are available on her website. 

Fee:  $150-$200 plus mileage

	Cynthia Ruchti
6739 County Rd. B

Cynthia Ruchti continued

Pittsville, WI 54466

715.884.2534

cynthia.ruchti@gmail.com

	Topics are listed on Cynthia’s website:  www.cynthiaruchti.com but the most requested are:

· Life in a Snow Globe

· Ragged Hope

· Is Joy All That Important?

· A Grace-Hemmed Life

· Life with a Side of Grace

· Tattered and Mended:  The Art of Healing the Soul

· Women Like Me;  Finding a Friend in the Women of the Bible and the God They Served
Fee:  Single event (45-60 min.)  $250 plus mileage (Retreat fee avail)


	Susan Saarem, SWO Pres. 2014-16

1315 B 120th. Avenue

Amery, WI 54001

pmssaarem@yahoo.com

	Former teacher and retired pastor’s wife speaks on Prayer.  Explore aspects that include personal and participatory, private and inter-active, bold and silent.  Other topics include

· Bags of Blessing from the Bag Lady reviewing the Scriptural basis for blessing and how we can pass that on to others (one or two sessions as you need.)
·  Let’s Run Away with Jonah!

· Biblical Fruit (and fruit that isn’t so Biblical)



	Kimberly Dawn Wells Schafer
W6140 Buehler Lane

Medford, WI 54451-9475

715.657.0032

kdwschafer@gmail.com

	Kimberly is a Racial Justice Advocate along with Marcia Lindseth, Diane Kaufmann, Angie Kutney, and Gail Lando.  Kimberly focuses on Racial Justice Advocacy—the topic of racism and how it applies to us today.  She also speaks about Bold Leadership—what does it mean to be a Bold Woman of the ELCA?  She will do customized workshops designed around life organization, empowerment, goal setting, and achievement.

Fee:  Racial Justice Advocacy/Bold Leadership--donation of choice to SWO/Synod plus mileage to speaker.  All other workshops—negotiable per event plus mileage/expenses


	Tasha Schuh
N5171 732nd St.

Ellsworth, WI 54011

920.710.1715
www.tashaschub.com
Tasha Schuh continued
	Tasha is an inspirational speaker, and author of My Last Step Backward.  With her topic, “Little is Huge”, Tasha will inspire, motivate, and encourage you to find life in your story by embracing the little things.  This message is geared around Tasha’s story and how she learned about purpose, attitude, and hope in her journey of being a quadriplegic.  Each person is motivated and challenged to know that they can live life to the fullest, that God is faithful, and that they can overcome any circumstance or difficulty that may come their way.  Another topic, “Your Precious Purpose”, is a two-part message.  Tasha speaks on knowing God’s purpose for each woman and how to overcome insecurity, fear, and so many other issues that women struggle with every day.  Through sharing personal examples, powerful visuals, and other resources, Tasha leaves women with the tools to be free from the bondage, lies, and oppression that have held women back from truly living out their purpose.
Fee:  Depending on travel and group size, our fees range from a free-will offering up to $2500.  We can negotiate this in the planning stages


	Mary Segerstrom
W145 Gonty Road

Mondovi, WI 54755
715.926.53754
segdairy@nelson-tel.net
 
	Mary is a normal person with an abnormal attitude, and her greatest joy is to uplift and inspire others.  She might strip?! or put clothes on, make you laugh or make you cry; but she does it all in good taste, and always does it “to the glory of God.”  She is a humorist, speaker, and singer, and is willing to speak on the light-hearted topics of “Definition of a Christian—Slippery When Wet!” or “Old Fashioned Ladies Aide”.  She is more than happy to work up a program around a theme or occasion of your choice.  Fee: Mileage


	Rev. Dr. Elaine Siemsen

507.358.7859

egsiemsen1@aim.com
	Currently an interim in our Synod who has written a book, Resistant Hope, about fighting back against suffering.  She shares about this topic as well as other topics:  
· Quilting Your Life

· Women’s issues

· Mentoring women.

Fee:  A fee equal to pulpit supply plus mileage


	Barbara Solsaa

1431 Wilcox Street

Menomonie, WI 54751

Barbara@clergylifecoaching.com

	Contact Barbara for topics—she can speak on a wide range of topics and can speak to your theme as well.  

Fee:  Negotiable—mileage and $50 minimum

	Avalene Swanson

606 S. Starr Avenue

New Richmond, WI  54017-2143

715.246.6296

avalene38@frontiernet.net

	Avalene has had the privilege of visiting Malawi three times.  Avalene is heading the literacy initiative for Malawi. Malawi women want to learn and to read their Bibles.   The Malawi Literacy Campaign is new and not fully developed at the time this list is being prepared.  Watch for information as this campaign develops.
Avalene also tells of three films that were shown at the Triennial in Charlotte which were fantastic.  All three are available at the Resource Center.  There is a one-, three-, or four-session leader’s guide available.  The three films were:  “Harvest of Empire”, “I Believe You”, and “Miss Representation”.  Miss Representation is a 2011 documentary film that was featured at the Sundance Film Festival which stirred conversation about the media’s depiction of women and women in leadership with special attention to its effect on young women and men as they grow up.   Fee:  A good cup of coffee.


Note:  The following speakers were listed on the 2013-14 resource lists but information was not available at the time of this printing.  If theirs is a topic in which you are interested, you might like to contact them.
Helen Anderson Helena@grantsburgTelcom.net  715.488.2233, Frederic, WI speaks on Lutheran World Relief in general as well as her study visits to West Africa, South America, and Brazil.  Fee:  Mileage and honorarium to LWR

Michele Hermansen mhermansen@gmail.com 612.868.2255, New Richmond, WI is a speaker, author, and photographer.  All programs relate to a variety of ages. She speaks on a variety of topics.  Her book, Unexpected Journeys tells of her working visits to Africa.
Mary Nelson mjtn@lakeland.ws 715.825.2239, Balsam Lake, WI has several topics:  “God’s garden—Review of Gardening from Adam & Eve through the New Testament; Awakening Advent, Grandparenting, Angels, Sadness of Unopened Gifts.  Fee:  $50 plus mileage (negotiable)

Lynne Rigg lriggo2@aol.com 651.388.6730 Red Wing, MN can speak on her three-month experience in Israel/Palestine as an Ecumenical Accompanier with the World Council of Churches.  She has served in Ramallah—Clinic in the Al Amari Refugee Camp—Mobile Clinic in remote areas.  She also worked with the Malawi Feeding Centers.

Jan Struck struckwithlaughter@sbcglobal.net or www.struckwithlaughter.org Appleton, WI can lead retreats with topics such as:  Coffee with a Side of Grace, Down to the Potter’s House—“Cracked Pots”; M & M—the Mary & Martha Syndrome, Seriously…Walk on Water??   For more, check her website.  Fee:  $300 a day plus expenses
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